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General Crop Conditions 


According to the U. S. Department of Agriculture, the Great 
Plains region has reported composite crop conditions well above 
the average for the United States and generally above the aver- 


age condition of crops in the last 10 years; while the Corn Belt 
states reported crop conditions below average on July first. The 
general conditions of crops in the U. S. was 961, 314°% below 
the 10-year average condition, and 8.1% lower than last year. 

From June 1 to July 1, the deterioration in crop conditions 
was the greatest in the Corn Belt. Following are average crop 
conditions in certain states, reported on July 1: Illinois, 81.3; 
Indiana, 85.1; Missouri, 85.8; Tennessee, 88.3; Arkansas, 88.9; 
lowa, 89.3; Florida, 80.6. Oregon and Washington report crop 
conditions above 100%, and Maine and New Jersey have had 
better conditions than average. 


Navy Seeking Bids on Canned Foods 


The Navy Department is asking for bids, to be opened July 
26, on canned corn to be delivered as follows: 40,000 pounds, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; 80,000 pounds, Hampton Roads, Va.; 40,000 
pounds, Mare Island, Calif. ; 80,000 pounds, Puget Sound, Wash. ; 
and 120,000 pounds, Hampton Roads, Va. 

The Department is also asking for bids to be opened August 
2, on canned tomatoes to be delivered as follows: 60,000 pounds 
to Boston, Mass.; 60,000 pounds to Hampton Roads, Va.; 60,- 
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000 pounds to Mare Island, Calif.; 180,000 pounds to Puget 
Sound, Wash.; 240,000 pounds to Hampton Roads, Va. 

Copies of schedules on which to submit bids may be obtained 
upon application to the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C. In requesting copies specify 
Schedule No. 7494 for canned corn, and No. 7498 for tomatoes. 


Army Asks Bids on Canned Foods 


The Quartermaster Supply Officer at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, is asking for bids on canned fruits and vegetables to be 
delivered at various points in Texas, bids to be submitted not 
later than August 4, 1927. Among articles on which bids are 
asked are apples, No. 3 and No, 10 cans; apricots, No, 2', and 
No. 10 cans; asparagus, No. 2! cans; beans (with pork), No. 1, 
No. 2, and No. 3 cans; beans (string), No. 2 and No. 10 cans; 
beets, No. 2 cans; cherries (sweet), No. 2', cans; corn, No, 2 
and No. 10 cans; jams (assorted), No. 2 cans; jelly (assorted), 
12-0z. jars; mushrooms, No. 2 cans; peaches, No. 2), and No. 
10 cans; pears, No, 2'4 and No. 10 cans; peas, No. 2 and No, 10 
cans; pineapple, No. 10 cans; potatoes (sweet), No. 3 cans; 


pumpkin, No. 10 cans; salmon, No. 1 cans; sardines, No. 4 
cans; sausage, No. 2 cans; shrimp, No. 1!4 cans; soups, No. 
1 cans; spinach, No. 2! cans; olives (pickled), 1-pint and 
l-quart jars; preserves (assorted), No. 1 jars and No. 2 cans. 
Canners desiring to submit bids should write to the Quarter- 
master Supply Officer, 8th Corps General Area Depot, Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, for Circular No. 28-36. 


Revenue Freight Loadings 


Revenue freight loadings for the week ended on July 2, 
amounted to 1,021,262 cars, an increase of 2,056 over the pre- 
ceding week, increase being reported in the loading of all com- 
modities except coal, live stock, and coke. Compared with the 
corresponding week last year, the total was a decrease of 44,- 
379 cars. 


Correction 


Through an error, the Information Letter for July 2 stated 
that the forecast of green pea acreage by the Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics indicated a decrease of 33 per cent. Instead, the 
indicated decrease, as shown by the Bureau report of June 27, 
is 28.3 per cent. The decrease in production, as estimated in the 
report, is nearly 26 per cent. 
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French Pea Pack 


A recent report from the American Consul at Bordeaux 
indicates that the 1927 crop of peas in that district has been dis- 
appointing to packers and growers, both as to quantity and qual- 
ity. The crop is estimated at about three-fourths normal. 

The packing of peas there began about May 25th and some 
of the larger canneries had ceased operating by the middle of 
June. Canners claim they had to pay a high price to growers 
this year, and prices for the “extra fine” quality, mostly in de- 
mand for the American market, will run high. 

The following approximate opening prices were secured 
from a reliable merchant, prices being per case of 100 one-pound 
cans, net, f. o. b. Bordeaux: 


Pois Extra fins (cooked) $13.72 to $13.91 


Pois Tres fins ” 12.74 to 12.93 
Pois mi-fins sas 11.76 
Pois moyens 10.78 
Pois gros " 9.80 


(Franc converted at rate of 3.92 cents) 
These prices are only about one franc per tin lower than at 
the opening of the season last year. 
Carryover stocks are reported light. 


Proposed Increases in French Tariff Rates 


According to a report from American Trade Commissioner 
Green at Paris, French agricultural interests are trying to secure 
a degree of tariff protection, comparable with that enjoyed by 
manufacturing industries. This is brought out by recommen- 
dations contained in a report recently made on the new tariff 
bill by the Customs Committee of the Chamber of Deputies. 

Among these recommendations are the following of special 
interest to canners: 

Sweetened canned fruits. The Government's bill carries a 
rate of $2.94 per 220 lbs. net weight, in the minimum schedule, 
on fruits other than pineapple, canned in syrup. The Customs 
Committee has increased this rate to $3.33 and provided that it 
be applied to the gross weight. Further, in order to simplify the 
work of the Customs Bureau, the Committee has altered the bill 
to read that internal taxes on sugar shall be applied on the total 
weight of the contents, rather than just on the weight of the 
sugar contained, as at present. 

Increased rates are also proposed on prunes. 
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Bulletin on Sardine Canning 


The U. S. Bureau of Fisheries has just published a bulletin 
entitled “Preparation of fish for canning as Sardines,” by Harry 
R. Beard. ’ 

Mr. Beard has done a great deal of work in connection with 
sardine canning in Maine and California and his bulletin con- 
tains the results of his experiments and his suggestions for im- 
provement in present methods. 

The bulletin is published as Bureau of Fisheries Document 
No. 1020 and members can secure a copy from the Washington 
office of the Association upon request. 


Canned Fruits and Vegetables in the Straits Settlements 


The American Consul at Singapore includes the following 
interesting information in a report covering the period from 
October 1, 1926 to April 1, 1927: 

The importation of canned fruits into British Malaya has 
remained fairly steady, in comparison with the previous six 
months. Of the total imports estimated at $259,025, the share 
of the United States amounted to $73,219. Canned fruits are 
obtained principally from China, the United States, and Hong 
Kong. However, it is assumed that certain imports, which were 
registered as coming from Hong Kong, were of American origin. 

Retail prices of canned fruits declined during the period 
reviewed, in comparison with the previous half year. 
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